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framing of these it is a useless question, ' What kind are best in themselves ?' the more so as good and bad in most things here below, but especially in that which we now contemplate, are mere relative terms. The true object of a great statesman is to give to any particular nation the kind of laws which are suitable to them, and the best constitution which they are capable of. All here is in a state of uncertainty. Time will disclose the events with which he is charged in their due season. Some of them will, I think, be of sable hue."
Morris was hardly in a position to take any active measures for the relief of his old friend M. de Lafayette, although he wrote to Mr. Short in November that he was " very sorry to perceive that the unhappy prisoners at Weszel are rigorously treated. I wish, at your leisure, to be informed pretty fully what has passed on their subject, and whether there be any ground to hope that we may by and by obtain their liberation, and particularly that of our fellow-citizen." Hoping to aid Madame de Lafayette in her trouble, he enclosed in a letter to her the draft of a supplicatory address to be presented 'to the King of Prussia; but, unfortunately, there is nowhere any mention of Madame de Lafayette having made use of this letter.
" MY DEAR MADAME : I need not tell you why the enclosed paper is transmitted to you. I know not the titles of the King of Prussia. These should be properly placed, you know, because monarchs are very sensible on that subject. If report say true, His Majesty is more likely to listen to a woman than to a man, and this is favorable ; but what would be still more advantageous would be to have your letter presented by the favorite of the day, a lady, I think Madame de Guisne ; but certainly the daugh-